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What Js The 
Solution? 


Across our church more and more people are?’ 


“taking sides” in the controversy over the proposed 
union of various Presbyterian bodies. Some feel 
strongly that: the eeumenical movement, of which 
such action would be a part, is the most important 
thing facing the Church. Others, with equal con- 
viction, feel that these mergers are made at tremen- 
dous cost, that the great need of Christendom and 


Protestantism today is a reaffirmation of the content 


of Christian truth itself, both in faith and in prac- 
tice, feeling that in this direction alone will there 
be a return to vital Christianity, so needed. 


Arguments on both sides are, at times, heated 
and many feel so strongly on the question that Chris- 
tian love is at times sacrificed to personal or parti- 
san feelings. 


In such a situation is there a solution? Can the 
issue be resolved, not only without injury to the 
cause of Christ, but also to the glory of His Name? 


There is.a way out and, if this controversy should 
lead to that way, it will prove an untold blessing, 
not only to the individuals involved but also to our 
church as a whole. 


The solvent which will end controversy and re- 


store to our church the emphasis which is paramount 


and central will be a genuine revival in our own 
hearts and in the courts of our church as well. Such 
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personal determination has its part. 


a TeviVv ak is not\primarily a matter of will, although 
Rather it in- 
volves earnest, importunate and continued prayer 
for the blessings which come alone through an out- 
pouring of God’s Holy: Spirit upon us as individuals, 
and upon our church as a whole. In our determina- 
tion to have our own way, either pro or ¢on, we 
have‘only too often’ forgotten that it is the Spirit 
of God Who leads, Who gives wisdom and Who 
produces in the lives of men and women wholly com- 
mitted to Him those fruits which transform think- 
ing and actions. 


There is nothing so needed in our church as such 
united prayer today. In the General Assembly, in 
the Presbyteries, in the local congregations and in 
all of our hearts, we need revival. We need the 
blessings only the Holy Spirit is prepared to give. 
We need a new vision of Christ and His redeeming 
work. We need a new emphasis on and appreciation 
of the Word of God as the daily food for our lives. 
We need a new awareness of the lost condition of ° 
men out of Christ and a love for their souls. 


This is to suggest that we solemnly covenant with 
God to faithfully pray for revival and to open our 
hearts to the blessings He is so anxious to give if 
we will surrender everything to Him. 


That i is the solution and we do not believe there 
is any other. —L.N.B. 
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EDITORIAL 
A Christian Issue 


Christians should be in constant prayer for our 
leaders and for the prisoners: we are holding in 
Korea, for the issue is far more important than 
most Americans realize. 


Among the Chinese and North Korean prisoners 
are some 30,000 men who have declared their abso- 
lute unwillingness to return to the Communist re- 
gime. Many of these men were forced into service 


against their wills and of this number nearly half 


have become professing Christians. 


Chaplain Voekel, especially assigned to work with 
the prisoners of ‘war, because he speaks Korean flu- 
ently, has done the finest piece of evangelical and 
evangelistic mission work in the history of our Army 
Chaplain Corps. Not only has the Gospel been 
preached faithfully and effectively but the converts 
have gone on to enroll in Bible courses which have 
been conducted, according to Chaplain Voekel, with 
standards comparable to those maintained here in 
America. Thousands of these men have completed 
these Bible courses and have been awarded diplomas. 


To crown this amazing work of God’s Holy 
Spirit, 600 of these men have clearly stated their 
intention of becoming ministers of the Gospel when 
released. Those who have been close to them during 
the past months are convinced of their sincerity and 


of the almost unprecedented opportunity offered for 


further Christian work in the Far East. 


The Communists, on the other hand,.are frantic 
to get their hands on these men, for they are a liv- 
ing testimony against communism and for the God 
the communists hate. 


To date, our government has resisted every effort 
to have these men turned over to the Communists, 
or subjected to pressure by so-called “neutral” pow- 
ers. For this we should be profoundly thankful but 
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with our thankfulness there should continue earnest 
and importunate prayer that our government shall 
not compromise in this matter and for these men, 


that God’s grace may continue in their hearts and. 


lives. 


We must always remember: ‘The issue is not 
primarily between democracy and communism, 
rather it is a deep-seated alignment between Chris- 
tianity and the spirit of the anti-Christ.”’ 


There must be no compromise with communism. 


—L.N.B. 


Pledge And Covenant 


On The Suggestion Of 
Our Retiring Moderator 
Dr. Wm. A. Alexander 


We, the undersigned ministers and laymembers 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, 


being profoundly concerned that the wide differences 


of viewpoint which exist among us with respect to 


the question of church union or reunion. shall not 
to the disruption of | 


lead to ill-will and bitterness; 
the regular program of our church in the vitally im- 
portant fields of Evangelism, Christian Education, 
Missions, etc.; or to a departure from our doctrinal 
or governmental heritage as Presbyterians; hereby 
pledge ourselves, so far as in us lies, to conduct our 
discussion of these issues in a spirit of fairness, of 
mutual esteem, and of brotherly love; recognizing 
individually our lack of wisdom and thus the possi- 


bility that we may be mistaken in our personal 


judgments and conclusions; and realizing that in 
spite of our differences we are united by our .com- 
mon love for our Lord Jesus Christ and our com- 
mon loyalty to His Church. 


At the same time, we would earnestly call upon 
all church courts, church publications, and other 
groups which debate these questions, to see that 
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their discussions are upon a high spiritual plane and 


kept free from personalities, from bitterness, and 


from attributing to others motives less worthy than 


our own. 


We also covenant with one another to pray for 
each other and for our beloved church, seeking that 
by the leadership of the Spirit the matters before us 
may be settled in accordance with the will of our 
heavenly Father, and thus to the honor of Christ, 
the great Head of the Church. We call upon all 


others of like mind to join us in this prayer. 


W. 
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ANALYSES 
_ OF 
THE CONCURRENT DECLARATIONS 
THE SUPPLEMENTAL COVENANT 


AND AGREEMENT 
THE FORM OF COVENANT 


AND 


THE BOOK OF DISCIPLINE 
CONTAINED IN 


THE PROPOSED PLAN FOR THE UNION 
| OF | | 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


AND 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 
THE UNITED STATES 


AND 


THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OF NORTH AMERICA 


AS. 


_ THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF 
THE UNITED STATES 
REVISED OCTOBER 1952 


- By Randolph E. Lee 
| Patrick; S. C. 


£ 
As an introduction to this first article on the 


1952 Plan of Union, I want to quote briefly from | 


the lettér written by Dr. T.*K. Young, Chairman 
of the Permanent Committee on Cooperation and 
Union, which was sent out in each copy of the 


1952 plan. 


“It will be a, ‘ed that the present plan ditters 
at» many points from other plans of union which 
have been studied and discussed in our Church. 
HoweverR, YOUR COMMITTEE BELIEVES THAT I? 
CoNTAINS UNIMPAIRED Our Historic CALVIN- 


terian Journal, 


N. C., under the Act of March 3, 
Editorial and Business Offices: Weaverville, North Carolina. Printed in the U.S.A. by Biltmore Press, Asheville, North Carolina. 
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AND THE PREsByY- 
T, Wor- 


ISTIC SYSTEM OF DOCTRINE 
TERIAN ForM Or CHURCH GOVERNMENT 
SHIP, AND DISCIPLINE.” 


I plan to leave the question of “Our Historic 
Calvinistic System of Doctrine,” as contained in 
this plan to wiser heads than mine. But as to “The 
Presbyterian Form of Government,” I plan _ to 
prove, that the above statement by the Committee 
Chairman, is the colossal misstatement of our day 
and age. 


I — Concurrent Declarations 


As the concurrent declarations, not only come 
first, but are of first importance, | shall start, with 


First, get this clearly in mind; *““The Concurrent 
Declarations” constitute what should be a solemn 
and binding contract between the parties (Churches) 
thereto. In every sense of the word they constitute 
the “Last Will and Testament” of the Churches 
going into the Union. For when Union is voted, the 
separate Churches voting themselves into the Union, 
at once pass away and cease to exist. 


What do you think a good lawyer would say 
about a Will which was so drawn, as to provide in 
its text, for important changes not anticipated by 
the Testator, to be made after his death by other 
parties. The authors of thissplan of union were not 
willing for some later group to discover the need 
for a change in this “Solemn and Binding Contract,” 
but in the very first paragraph of the Concurrent 
Declarations, they anticipate such a change and pro- 
vide the means of carrying it out. Let’s look at it. 


Concurrent Declarations. Par. (1)—‘“It is cove-— 


-nanted and agreed by—(names of the Churches), 
that these Concurrent Declarations constitute and 
shall always have the effect of being a solemn con- 
tract by the three Churches and as binding upon 
the Presbyterian Church of The United States, 
Except As PROVIDED For IN CONCURRENT Dec- 
LARATION 14.’’> 


Now let’s look at paragraph 14. 


(14+)—“After the consummation of union, an 
action by the General Assembly which is contrary 
to, or out of harmony with, any of these Concur- 
-rent Declarations, shall be effective only when the 
constitutional procedure has: been followed which is 
outlined in Form of Government, Chapter 36, Sec- 


tion Z, 
Now let’s look at Chapter 36. Sect. 2, (1)— 


“Amendments to or alterations of the Confession 
of Faith, and the Larger and .Shorter Catechisms, 
may be proposed to the Presbyteries of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, but shall not be OBLIGATORY on 
the Church unless they shall be approved in writing 
by ‘Iwo Tuirps of all the Presbyteries, and agreed 
to and enacted by the General Assembly next en- 
suing, and the written votes of the Presbyteries shall 
be returned to that General Assembly.”’ 
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From the above it is clearly evident that this 
“SOLEMN AND BINDING CONTRACT” is not worth 
the paper that it is written on, as a safeguard es 


our-Church. 


There is one word in Chapter 36, Section 2 (1) 
which disturbs me very much. That word is OBLIG- 
AToRY. The dictionary defines this word as, “Bind- 
ing in Law or Conscience.’ Somehow this word, 
obligatory, does not sit weH on my Presbyterian 
mind. There are two ways that this word, where 
it is placed, can work great harm to our Church, 
as I see it. And remember that this paragraph refers 
to possible changes in our Confession of Faith, and 
the Larger and Shorter Catechisms. , 


When you consider the Modernistic trend in the 
Northern Church, and the rapid development there 
of the so-called, “Social Gospel,” I can easily con- 
ceive of proposed changes that might deny the 
“Virgin Birth of Christ,” or any other equally im- 
portant doctrine of our Church, Let us imagine if 
you please, that just such a proposal is sent down 
by the New Church's Genera! — to the 


Presbyte ries, 


Let us consider the two doors to disaster which 
this word Obligatory can open. 


First, suppose that this proposal is approved by 
two-thirds of the 410 Presbyteries in the New 
Church; but not by one single Presbytery in our 
Southern Church. Now the word obligatory takes 
on a sinister meaning. The whole weight and power 
of the new Church can be used to compel our sec- 
tion of the Church to adopt a matter which we are 
violently opposed to. 


Seounil suppose that this proposition fails of the 
necessary two thirds. Under the wording of this 
paragraph, any section of the New Church that so 
desires may adopt and use the new proposition, al- 
though it may never become a formal part of the 


Church Law. 


In either event we will be a divided Church, some 
believing one thing, and some another. And _ the 
testimony of our Presbyterian Church for the Lord 
Jesus Christ will be seriously hampered. | 


Il. The Supplemental Covenant 
And Agreement 


This section starts with a benign statement that 
oye May 15th of the year after Union is ratified 
by the Three General Assemblies, any particular 
Church under the jurisdiction of the Presbyterian 
Church ‘in the United States or of the United Pres- 
byterian Church of North America,—may decide 
to remain outside of the United Church. | 


Then the plan goes on to prescribe, the method 
of calling the necessary congregational meeting; the 
quorum (1/3 of communicant members in good and 
regular standing) ; and the question upon which the 
vote shall be taken. 
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Then we. find the ‘first joker.’ “If THREE 
FoURTHS of those present and voting, vote ‘Yes,’ 
this particular church will be allowed to become 
independent, and to take with it its property. 


Now here is the second ‘Joker.’ 
4+ we find—‘Any person of the unsuccessful side 
may protest the regularity of the call, or the con- 
duct of, or the vote taken at the meeting.” 


I have three (3) pertinent comments to make 
about the above ‘Benign Proposal,’ although | 
very much suspect that those who framed it, had 
“their tongues in their cheeks’ when they were 
planning it. | 


_ First, The property of an individual Church in 
the Presbyterian Church (U. S$.) belongs in fee 
simple to the congregation of the church, and is not 
in the gift of these gentlemen. 


Second, Why did these very oles: 
ners retain the ““Three Fourths” rule for the church 
wanting out of the union. When in the New Church 
they only require a “Two Thirds’ vote for such a 
vitally important thing as a change in the ‘‘Con- 
fession of Faith,” or the Larger or Shorter Cate- 
chisms. | 


Third, Why do they provide a wide open door 
to dissension and strife in the congregation, by pro- 
viding that ONE dissatisfied church member of the 
losing side may throw the whole question into the 
Presbytery, and from the resulting wrangling prob- 
ably split the congregation wide open. 


Let us look calmly at this picture. A churéh with 


300 members must have 100 at the meeting to have 
a quorum, (U.S. Book of Church Order Par. 160, 
says the quorum for the above congregation would 
be one tenth or 30 members). And Seventy-Five 


members have .to vote.yes, in order to keep their 


church out of the union., Now look at this! The 
Vote Or Twenty-Six MEMBERS CAN KEEP THE 
WHOLE CHURCH IN THe UNton. Also if 75 or 
more vote to’stay out, ON® hard loser can cause an 
endless round of argument, which in the end can 
easily destroy the whole Church. 


111 — The Ruling Elder And The 


Deacon In The New Church 


In starting this section, 
trom the Presbyterian (U. S.) 
order, 


Book of Church 


Par. +1.—‘‘These Ruling Elders possess the same 
authority and eligibility to office in the Courts of 
the Church as the Ministers of the Word, or T each- 
ing Elders.” 


From a careful reading of the “Form of Govern- 
ment” in this New Plan, one thing stands out clear- 
ly. In the New Church, the Ruling Eldér will not 
possess the same authority as the Minister. In fact 
the Ruling Elder will possess very little authority 
at all. Every effort seems to have been made to be- 
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In paragraph N O., 


ops or 


I would like to quote . 


without the election, 


little the office of ruling elder, and to magnify the 


= office of “Bishop or Minister.” 


I will quote from various sections, giving each 
time the chapter and paragraph for reference, and 
commenting briefly as it seems necessary, 


Chap. 7, (1)—“‘Church Officers.” —‘‘The ordi- 
nary and perpetual officers in the Church are Bish- 
Ministers, and the representatives of the 
people, who are Ruling Elders and Deacons.” 


Chap. 9, (2)—‘“These ruling elders when elected 
thereto, sit and vote in the Judicatories of the 
Church with the Ministers of the Word. They may 
likewise be elected to Office therein.” 


Chap. 9, (3)—Ruling Elders can be MEN or 
WomME N. ~ hey should be persons of wisdom and dis- 
cretion.’ 


Chap. 10,(4)—Deacons can be Men or WoMEN. 
‘To the office of Deacon shall be chosen persons of 
spiritual mind, etc.” | 


Chap. 11, (3) —The Church Session.—‘In cases 
of sickness or absence of the Pastor, the written 
consent of the Pastor having been first obtained, the 
session may convéne and elect one of their members 
to preside.” | 


Chap. 11, (4)—T he Session “i a Vacant Church. 
—‘“The moderator of the session shall be either the 
minister appointed for that purpose by the Presby- 
tery, or one of the same Presbytery invited by the 
session to preside on-a particular occasion. Only when 


‘it is impracticable, without great inconvenience, to 


procure the attendance of such a moderator, may 
the session of a vacant church elect one of its own 


members to preside.” 


What an exceedingly low opinion the Authors 
of this plan must have of the intelligence, judgment 
and ability of the Ruling Elders. Evidently they do 
wot consider that our ruling elders have the ability 
to transact the business of our churches, unless they 
are guided by a Minister. 


jurisdiction shall determine that the session of <¢ 
particular church is unable or unwilling to onan 
wisely the affairs of the church, the Presbytery may 
appoint a committee composed of Ministers and 
Ruling ,Elders, with ghe full, power of a session. 
This Committee shall fake the PLAcE OF THE Ex- 
ISTING SESSION which shall cease to act until such 
time as the Presbytery shall determine otherwise.” 


Herve we have the means a 
church can be whipped into line, and forced to com- 
ply with any policy which may be advocated. 


Chap. 15, (2) —‘“The government of the Church 
is representative, and the right of God’s people to” 
elect their officers is inalienable. Therefore no man 
can be placed over a church im any permanent office 
or at least the consent of the 


Church.” 
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Note the play. on the word PERMANENT above. 
The U. S. Book of Church Order says, “Any OF- 


FICE.” This word permanent was evidently inserted — 


here to undergird the unusual and extreme action 


provided for in Chap. 11, (2). 
Chap. 17, (2) — Congregational Meeting. “lf 


there is no Pastor, the moderator of the Session ap- 
pointed by the Presbytery, or a Minister of the 
same Presbytery appointed by him shall preside.” 


U. S. Book of Church Order says: “The Session 


shall appoint one of théir number to preside.” 


Chap. 21, (2)—‘‘When a church is convened for 
the election of a Pastor, the moderator of the ses- 
sion, appointed by Presbytery, or some other minis- 
ter of the same Presby bad appointed by him shall 
preside.” 


~ Chap. 22, (6)—3—The Ordination of a Minis- 
ter. “Then the presiding minister and after him all 
the Ministers of the Presbytery, shall take him by 
the right hand saying, We give you the right hand 
of fellowship to take part in this ministry with us.” 


U. S. Book of Church Order says, “All the mem- 
bers of the Presbytery—”’ 


Chap. 22, 11—‘In the installation of a minister 
previously ordained, a ruling elder, who is moder- 


ator of the presbytery may preside, addressing the 


constitutional questions to the minister and to the 
church, and then pronouncing the pastoral relation- 
ship established.” 


Is this paragraph an oversight on the part of the | 


authors of the Plan, or is it just a beneficent pat on 
the back for the ruling elders, because the important 
task of ordaining the new minister, has already been 
handled correctly by the ministers of the Presby- 


tery. 


Chap. 26, 3-c—‘“In case the Moderator of any | 


Judicatory, above the Church Session, shall be a 
. ruling elder, he may open the next meeting with an 
. address; but any acts, appropriate only to an or- 
dained minister of the Gospel, shall be performed 
by a Minister appointed .-by such Ruling Elder.” 


Chap. 29, (4) 4—“This Committee (The Min- 
ister and his work )- may be appointed by Presbytery 
to act as the Session of a church, when that session 
has been suspended by Presbytery under Chapter 11, 


Sect. 12," 


IV — Some tertant Changes In 
The Form Of Government. 


I want you to keep in mind Dr. T. K. Young’s 
statement that the new plan contains,: “Unimpaired 
our Presbyterian Form of Church Government,” 


as you read the following paragraphs from the Plan — 


of Union, 


Chap. 12 - Sel Preshytery— “A Church with one 


Pastor elects one elder representative. If it has 


more than one Pastor, it elects one additional elder 


representative for each additional pastor. 
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Here we have the large church being given more 
votes in presbytery than the small church. 


Chap. 14, 4+—Commissioners to General Assem- 
bly—‘Each Presbytery consisting of not more than 
six thousand ministerial and Communicant members, 
shall elect one minister and one ruling elder; and 
each Presbytery consisting of more than six thou- 
sand members, shall elect one minister and one 
ruling elder for each additional six thousand, or 
fraction thereof not less than three thousand.” 


This really means that a Presbytery gets one 
minister and one elder representative if it has less 
than nine thousand members. More than nine thou- 
sand and less than fifteen thousand it gets two each, 
and so on, 


Let’s see what this rule would do to the represen- 
tation in the General Assembly from the Synod of 
South Carolina. And remember that it would do 
the same thing to every other Synod in our church. 


SYNOD OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 


. No. Comm. at Comm. 

Presbytery (Members present under plan 
Bethel 8770 6 2 
Charleston . 4710 + 2 
Congaree ~ 6684 + 2 
Enoree 6 + 
Harmony 5614 4 2 
Pee Dee 6661 4 2 
Piedmont 4892 + 2 
Car, 6229 + 2 
Totals 36 


Chap. 35, 1 (2) —FULL ORGANIC UNIon WITH 
ANOTHER CHURCH. 


This requires “The approval in writing of Two 


Thirds of all the Presbyteries.’’ 


-Nore:—That the historic THREE FOURTHS ap- 
proval has been lowered to only Two THirps. 


Chap. 36, 2 (1)—Amendments to the ConFEs- 
SION OF FaItTH, and the LARGER and SHORTER 
CATECHISMS, require, ‘“The approval in writing of 
Two Tuirps of all the Presbyteries.”’ 


Chap. 36, 3 (2)—Amendments to the Book of 
Church Order require, ‘“The approval in writing 
of a Majority of all the Presbyteries.” 


Vy — Church Property 


The only reference to the property of a particu- 
lar church in our U. S. Book of Church Order is 
found in paragraph 164. And this refers to a Church 
that has ceased to exist. It is the generally aecepted 
policy in our Presbyterian Church (U. S.) that each 
individual church owns and manages its church 
property as the congregation shall so direct, without 
any help or advice from any Church Court or 
agency. | 
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This proposed Plan of Union, is however cut 
trom a different pattern. Their ideas on this sub- 
ject are very clearly expressed, and are very easy 
to understand. Let me quote :— . : 


Chap. 34, 4+ —“‘Each particular church either 
should ‘be incorporated, or should cause a corpora- 
tion to be formed and maintained such as will enable 
it to receive, hold and transfer property. — The 
articles of incorporation should contain the follow- 


ing or equivalent words :—‘Formed for the purpose 


of the worship of Almighty God, ang instruction 
in the Christian religion, according to the CoNFEs- 
SION OF FAITH, FORM OF GOVERNMENT, BOOK OF 
DIscIPLINE AND DiRECTORY FOR WorsHIP of the 
Presbyterian Church of the United States.” 


And I warn you that any particular church which 


complies with the above will automatically give over 


the control of its pkysical Church property to the 
General Assembly. 3 


Chap. 34, 7—"The ‘Trustees of a 
church corporation shall — be subject to the super- 
visory authority af Boru the Session of the particu- 
lar Church, AND THE PRESBYTERY ‘OF J URISDIC- 
TION.’ 


As you read on, their aim becomes clearer, more | 
and more they throw off the mask, and let you see 


clearly what they are trying to do; namely, to se- 
cure a denominational control of the physical prop- 
erty of an individual church, in order to make it 
easier to whip that church into line. 


The following paragraph would, if accepted, 
reallly Jock the door. 


Chap. 34, 11—‘A particukar church shall not 
sell, mortgage, or lease any of its real property used 
In connection with the work of the church, except 
in consultation with the Presbytery of Jurisdiction.” 


If you do not think that the above paragraphs 
from the Plan of Union can have a sinister meaning 
for your individual church, just look up the record 
of what this same Presbyterian Church (U. S. A.) 
did to some individual Churches which belonged to 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church prior to the 
union of that church with the Presbyterian Church 
(U. S. A.) about the turn of the century. There 
are cases of record where the United Church went 
into the Civil Courts, took away the Church Build- 


ings from the Congregations which built them, 


—— them up and allowed them to rot down un- 
used, 


VI — Book of 


I shall not go into this section in great detail, 
but only want to point out a few dangerous changes 
from our own Book of Discipline. . | 


Chap. 1, (1) — Definition —.“Discipline is the 


orderly exercise of that authority, and the applica- 
tion of those principles and laws which the Church 
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_ This statement was that the plan, 
_ paired Our — Pfesbyterian Form of Church Gov- 


of the Lord Jesus Christ has derived from the 
Word of God, Anp Has Appointep for the in- 
struction, training and CONTROL of its members, 
officers, congregations and judicatories.”’ 


The Presbyterian Church (U. S.) Book of Dis- 


cipline, says: 


Par. 170.—‘‘Discipline is the exercise of authority 
given the Church by the Lord Jesus Christ to in- 
struct and guide its members and to promote its 
purity and welfare.” 


You will note that-in our U. S. Book of Disci- 
pline, nothing is said about Principles and Laws 
APPOINTED By THE CHURCH, and nothing is said 
about maintaining CONTROL of its members, etc.”’ 


Chap. 1, (8)—Orrense.—“An offense is any-— 
thing: in the doctrine, principles or practices of a 
church member, officer or judicatory, which is con- 
trary to the Word of God, Or To THosE PRINCI- 
PLES OF Its TrAcuincs .As To FaitH AND 
Practice WHICH ARE CONTAINED IN THE Con- 
STITUTION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF 
THe UNITED STATES.” 


Here you bisibe it again and much clearer. If you 
fail or refuse to comply with any precept or rule 
now in, or hereinafter placed in, the Book of 
Church Order, you can be hauled up, charged with 
an Offense, and kicked out of the Church. 


VII — Summary 


In the introduction to this article, I quoted from 
Dr. Young’s letter sent out with this plan of union. 
“Contains Unim- 


ernment.’ After reading this article, do you agree 
with Dr. Young? 7 


Do You BE tteve that it is according to Presby- 


terian Tradition to write a “SOLEMN AND BINDING 


ConTRACT,” and to provide in its first paragraph a 
means of breaking this solemn and binding con- 
tract? 


Do You BeEtteve that it®is according to Presby- 
terian Tradition to change the rule which protected 
the Church against hurried and ill thought changes 
in Vital Doctrines; by reducing that protection from 
Three Fourths of all the Presbyteries having to ap- 


‘prove, to a lesser number Two ‘THIRDS. 


Do You BELIEVE that it is according to Presby- 
terian Tradition to allow vital changes in Church 
Doctrine, and Union with other Churches; by a 
vote of Two Thirds of the Presbyteries; and then 
to require an individual church which wants to 
stay out of the union to muster a three fourths vote 
against the union? 


Do You BELIEVE that it is according to Presby- 
terian Tradition to strike down the high and honor- 
able office of Ruling Elder, to reduce its power and 
to take away its authority ? 
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Do You BELIEVE that it is according to Presby- 
terian Tradition to set aside the Church Session 
duly elected by the congregation and ordained to 
office, and put outsiders in their place? 


Do You Be ieve that it is according to Presby- 
terian [Tradition to write into this Plan of Union 
a provision that at one stroke will cut in half the 
number of Commissioners to the General Assembly 
from each of our Southern Synods? 


Do You Be.ieve that it is according to Presby- 
terian Tradition to take away from a particular 


‘church congregation the control of their church 


property, paid for and lovingly cared for by that 
congregation ? 


Do You Révieve a it Is according to Presby- 
terian Tradition to try a member of our church 
for refusal or failure to comply with the man-made 
rules in the Book of Church Order; to call such re- 
fusal or failure an “OFFENSE,” bnd to kick that 
member out of the church? 


My Friends, after studying this Plan of Union 
in the light of this article, and in comparison with 
the Constitution of our Southern’ Presbyterian 
Church, which has been operating successfully for 
ninety-two years, | am positive that you will re- 
fuse to have anything further to do with it. 


REMEMBER [uis! A vote for this Plan of Union 
means a vote for the destruction of our Southern 


x Presby terian Church. 


In an United Church as planned here our eighty- 
five (85) Presbyteries would be utterly lost when 
combined with the Three Hundred and ‘Twenty 
Five (325) Presbyteries of the other two Northern 
Churches. And our Testimony for the Lord Jesus 
Christ would never be heard in the concerted: din 
of Modernism and the Social Gospel which is so 


- loudly preached by those two Northern Churches. 


But, take heart, | know that there is one thing 
that both you and | can be sure of. THERE WILL 
Atways BE A SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


“QUESTIONS THAT COUNT” 
THE PRESBYTERIAN U. S. SERIES OF 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 


Sunday, June 7, 1953 


| Topic: 
“Who Is Jesus Christ?’’ 
Rev. John F. Ander- 


son, Jr. 


Consult Local Station 
For Time 


Ww 


e For thes 
Messages 


rit 
Of 
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Answering Erroneous Reasoning 


By L. H. Eikel 
Lake City ... Florida 


Dr. James E. Bear in an article in a recent issue 
of the Outlook attempted to prove that those who 
do not favor union because they fear to be absorbed 
by the U.S.A. Church are not logical. He proceeded 
to show how that same fear of absorption would 
make them not even wish to be a member of 
Synod, a Presbytery, or even a local church. 


Suppose we follow Dr. Bear’s method of reason- 


ing, put the shoe on the other foot and go in the 


other direction. We will say we will not fear ab- 
sorption and unite with all other Protestant church- 
es, and have one big Protestant church for they have 
and teach many good things. Then let us go a step 
further and not fear absorption. The Roman Cath- 
olic Church -has many fine things about it. It cer- 
tainly 
the Christian Faith. It is also a big church, three 
hundred million strong, and how we like that term 
Big. Let’s unite with them. By then we have be- 
come very large, very broad and very inclusive. 
Let’s take a step further. The Jews, the Moham- 
medans, the Hindus and Confucionists have much in 
their religion that is good. Let’s unite with them, 
and not fear absorption. Then it will be the world 
and not the church, | 


teaches some of the most vital doctrines of | 


The above method of reasoning which Dr. Bear 


employed, and which | followed, is often erroneous. 
It is in this particular case because it ignores vital 
principles. “There are some vital principles that 
separate the Northern and Southern Presbyterian 
Churches. | shall point out some of these differences 
that are vital. 


l. Differences in Government. 

In our Southern Church we follow the m. ff. 
Scriptures and elect only men as Elders; in the 
Northern Church they can and do elect women as 


Elders. In their book of Church Order it says per- 


sons. In the proposed plan of union the term persons 
is used. Our book clearly uses the term Men. Is it 
not vital to follow the New Testament injunction? 
Is the office of Elder not a vital one in our govern- 
ment: Can we say that we are a Divinely guided 
church if we follow our own wills, and not God’s 
will as clearly revealed in Scripture? To follow 
our own wills im this would be will worship. We 
Presbyterians in “the past, and I hope we still do, 
zo to the Scriptures as our infallible and final au- 
thority. 


It is also true that in the Northern Presbyterian 
Church, the ‘office of. Trustees has so grown out of 
proportion that it has practically displaced the of- 
fice of Deacon, and in some cases the Session. | 
II. Doctrinal Differences. 


It is true that we have the same Bitrinal stan- 
dards, namely the Confession of Faith and the Cate- 
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chisms. We are all aware of the fact that our South- 
ern Seminaries are conservative, and we are im- 
pressed with the fact that the young ministers com- 
ing out of our Seminaries in their examinations show 
that they are true to the Word of God, and the es- 
sential doctrines of our church. We wish that all 
Theological Institutions in the North were sound 
like Princeton. But think of the hundreds of Pres- 
byterian Ministerial students that go to Union Sem- 


inary, N. Y. and Yale Divinity School. 
In 1923 New York Presbytery ordained some of 


these young men who in their examinations before 
Presbytery refused to affirm the Virgin Birth of 
Christ, the full Deity of Christ, the Vicarious 
Atonement or the infallibility of the Scriptures. The 
General Assembly of 1924 instructed the Presby- 


teries not to ordain men who did not affirm the 


above mentioned doctrines.’“The well known Au- 
burn Affirmation followed. ‘The Assembly 
disciplined these dissenters, but elected one of them 
as its Moderator. 


Age Of The Earth 
By J. Rice Williams, M.D. 


Houston, Miss. 


Those who ignore or disbelieve the Bible account 
of creation necessarily reach the wrong conclusion 
as to the age of the earth. Everything that God 
created was instantaneous and complete. He did not 
build a sled, a wagon, a buggy 
mobile, nor did he build the earth like the small 
boy builds a snow man. He did not have to use the 
trial and error plan. His work was complete. When 
God completed His creative work on the sixth day, 
the sum total of all matter on the earth was the 
same as it is now. Matter is indestructible and it is 
not cumulative. 


When God spoke Adam into existence, if an 
anatomist had examined him he would have found 
a complete man, apparently grown at the age of, say 
twenty, having a full set of teeth, whiskers, a rugged 
physique, and all that go with a fully-grown man, 
with a giant intellect to whom God committed the 
naming of all the animals of creation and Adam’s 
memory did retain those names. He had a vocabulary 
and a knowledge of language never attained by a 
mortal man. Had a botanist been present and had 
cut down a tree and counted the rings of the stump, 
he would have found rings indicating that the fully 
yrown tree was many years old. 


Had a botanist examined Jonah’s gourd vine just ~ 


before the worm killed it, he would have said, ‘The 


vine must be months of hours old.”’ Had an 


epicurean been questioned when Christ miraculous- 


ly created the fish and loaves to feed the five thou- 


sand, this epicurean, while eating fish and loaves a 
tew minutes after they were created, would not 
have believed that these fishes and loaves were only 
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never 


‘, and then an auto- 


a few minutes old. Had a farmer examined the 
meal miraculously placed in the barrel for the sus- 
tenance of the widow who befriended Elijah, he 
would have said, “It takes months to grow this 
meal, counting from the time when, the seed was 
planted,” and yet this meal was complete in every 
respect’as if it had been grown the normal way. Had 
a chemist examined the oil placed in the cruse for 
the above-mentioned widow, he would have said that 
it would take years instead of hours to bring this 
oil to this state of development. 


The instant God created the earth and started it 


rotating on its axis and its annual revolution around 


the sun, He gave it a:split second time schedule of 
speed and that speed has never been increased or 
decreased since that moment, except for a pause of 
about one day in B. C. 1451 while Joshua completed 


the conquest of his enemies. God created the earth’ 
by the word of His power with all its minerals and 


metals, lofty mountain peaks, deep ravines, forests 
that would require many years to attain their size 
at that time, ocean beds sufficient to hold all the 
water without coming full. The bed of the ocean 
could not have been fashioned by any means, other 
than the creative power of God. No length of time, 
erosion, or any other means, except creation instan- 
taneous and complete, could have fashioned the 
ocean bed. All animals and vegetables were created 
with immediate powers of reproduction. 


By the same wken: if a geologist had been present 
on earth on the day after God created it by the word 
of His power, he would have learnedly proclaimed 
that the earth was then millions of years old. 


“Calvin Said ...” 
(Gi The Church ) 


“It is also worthy of observation that none but 
the citizens of the Church enjoy this privilege (viz. 
regeneration) ; for apart from the body of Christ 
and the fellowship of the godly, there can be no hope 
of reconciliation with God .. . Hence it follows 
that strangers who separate themselves’ from the 
Church have nothing left for them but to rot amidst 
their curse. Hence, also a departure from the Church 
is an open renunciation of eternal salvation. ing 


It sometimes comes as a surprise to peel whe 
consider themselves Calvinists that Calvin entertain- 
ed such a high regard for the visible Church as is . 
indicated in the above quotation. He firmly believed 
that outside the Church there is no salvation. And 
he meant the visible Church, the Communion of 
Saints. “This is the ‘means of salvation,” he de- 
clared, “if we are incorporated into the Church. 
For like as there is no remission of sins, so neither 
is there any hope of salvation out of her.’’** 


*Commentary on sa. 33 :24. 
**Commentary on Acts 2:47, 
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What Calvin meant by such statements must be 
understood in terms of the importance he assigned 
to the Word. Salvation comes by believing and be- 
lieving by hearing the Word of God. Union with 
Christ follows upon a knowledge of Christ which 
- comes when the Truth about God in Christ is pre- 
sented to be appropriated. Preaching and the ad- 
ministration of the Sacraments are necessary means 
to this end. Calvin’s doctrine of the mystical union 
is one that conceives of believers as united to Christ 
in such a way that Christ dwells in each and in all 
so that the Church becomes the body of Christ. The 
Church acting, then becomes Christ acting; the 
Church receiving new members becomes Christ re- 
ceiving new members; and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, the Church preaching the Word becomes 


Christ offering Himself to those who will believe. 


Because there is no other way of salvation except 
through faith which follows a knowledge of God’s 
benevolent mercy in Christ, the Church is essential 
‘to religious experience. There is scarcely any cari- 
cature of Calvin that is less true to the original than 
the one which makes him- responsible for the view 
that religious experience is entirely an individual 

matter. A personal matter, yes. But also a corporate 
matter. Calvinism does not represent a stark indi- 
vidualism in which Christians are viewed as separ- 
ate and self-contained entities, strung together as 
beads on a string simply for the convenience afford- 
ed by fellowship. The Church is a body, an organ- 
ism representing more than the sum of its parts, 


responsible for the salvation of the unsaved be- 


cause it dispenses the Word which is necessary to 
salvation. In a very real sense, in terms of the mys- 
tical union, the Church is Christ Himself, not only 
proceeding out of union with Christ, but also lead- 
ing to Christ those that are His. 


Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass<Antediluvians 


(This is the sixteenth in a series of articles by 


J. V.N. Talmage, 


The Ante-Diluvian 


Time-Recorder 


In the last article we noted that there were: ten 
periods of extraordinary oscillations during the en- 
tire Pleistocene (‘‘Ice-ages”), also nine periods of 
‘polar rest as at present. Up to the present all of the 
vast number of archzological finds can be related 
in one way or another to the various phenomena of 
the last of the ten periods of polar precession which 
in geological terminology is known as the Wiscon- 
sin-Wurms period or phase. This seems to have been 
less than one pércent of the entire. Pleistocene. 


After three or four years of study, I reached the 
conclusion that there must have been four stadia 
(not three as of Dr. Albright and Dr. Zeuner) to 
this glacial period, but as yet | had nothing to show 
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formation, he kindly answered that it was taken 


was deposited. 


motion dogmatist 
On the one hand it is difficult to think of only ten 


this in a way that would be convincing to others. 
One day ‘in Korea I was reading a book by Dr. C. 
W. Longwell, an expert on mountains, and he re- 
ferred to the fact that cores from ten-foot pipes 
driven into the ooze of the north Atlantic Ocean 
showed four arctic layers. The Yale expert being a 
firm adherent of the slow-motion philosophy, sug- 
gested that these arctic layers might refer to four 
glacial periods or cover about a million years. Know- 
ing the tendency of these experts to exaggerate time, 
I suspected the arctic layers might be the deposits 
of the four stadia of the last glaciation. When [ 
wrote him asking where I could find detailed in- 


from U. S. Geological Survey Professional Paper 
No. 196. When I returned to this country in 1950 
I went immediately to the big Public Library in St. 
Louis and studied No. 196. It was not only what | 
had expected, but gave me additional information 
which connected northwestern Europe with Cen- 
tral Africa. It was a wonderful surprise. 


' Here is the story. Dr. W. H. Bradley and his 
party drove ten-foot pipes into the ooze at the bot- 
tom of the Atlantic at‘ widely separated places be- 
tween. Newfoundland and Ireland, and then ex- 
amined the cores inside for microfauna and other 
sediments. The shells of pelagic foraminifera vary 
in shape according to the temperature of the water, 
so it was easy to know the temperature of the sur- 
face water at the time when any layer of the ooze 
The scientists discovered that all 
across the Atlantic there are four arctic layers wide- 
ly separated by warm layers. The arctic layers are 
mixed with sand from ice-bergs. 


The interpretation of the cores places the slow- 
) upon the two horns of a dilemma. 


feet of ooze being deposited in a million years, but 
on the other hand, according to the dogma, the 
changes from warm to arctic and back again were 
too rapid and extreme to be accepted as the four 
stadia of the last glaciation. The “‘ice-age”’ ( Pleisto- 
cene) expert, Dr. R. F. Flint, of Yale University, 
therefore evades the question.. With: our idea of 
polar precession and rapid spiralling of the pole, the 
cores fit it perfectly, so we will use them as the most 
important factor in our scheme of correlation. 


The position and number of the arctic layers are 
confirmed by the finding of two layers of volcanic 
ash, the lower about midway between Arctic Layers 
I and II, and the upper just above Arctic Layer IV. 


“We will discuss these two layers of volcanic ash in 


Articles Nos. 17 and 18. 


We give below a few important dates as exam- 
ples. All will be discussed in later articles. 


Adam was created about the time os the lowest 
arctic layer. 


earliest archeological finds belong just be- 
low the lower ash layer, whether in stone-age Eu 
rope or in the civilized Near East. 
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The low-forehead Neande wer huni lived’ in 
France and vicinity between the times of the second 
and third arctic layers; and the Flood silt at ys 
was deposited 1 in the middle of this period. 


Enock with the invention of writing must be 


placed about the time of Arctic Layer III. 


The Flood of Noah occurred exactly at the time 
of the upper ash. 


A chart showing all important events has been 
prepared. 


ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson No. 9—Angling 
With The Holy Spirit 


_ There is a certain element in fin- fishing which 
predominates. It is called Luck. 

You have heard of “fisherman’s luck.” It does 
not necessarily mean 
means “bad luck.’’ There is an overshadowing un- 
certainty at best. A wise fisherman never tells his 
wife to have the skillet hot against his return from 
the creek. The word “luck” however, does not ap- 


pear in the vocabulary of a “fisher of men.”’ Rather, | 
it is what is God’s will. The only way to find out © 


what is God’s will is through the Holy Spirit, and 
the only way to learn from the Holy Spirit is 


through prayer. This brings the miraculous down | 


to. a simple process that is: within the range of an 


“good luck,”—more often it 


untrained, unskilled fisherman. Anyone can pray. I | 


ain tonfident the Lord would not fail to answer the 
simple, earnest request for the guidance of the Holy 


Spirit in fishing for souls. It would appear that this | 


is the very thing He wants most to be done. A ter- 
rific price has been paid for it. Nothing less than 
Calvary is invested in it. Of the three Persons of 


‘the Godhead (the Trinity) ‘perhaps the least known 
the Holy. 


and understood is the “Third Person,” 
Spirit. There is no better way to get acquainted 


with Him than to go fishing with Him. It is much - 
the same in fin-fishing. You sit in a boat or on the 


bank of a creek all day with another fisherman and 
you will learn some things about him that would 


rarely come to light any where else. There is this 


_ difference, however; when you fish with the Holy 


Spirit, He is your Guide, not merely a fellow fisher- 


man. And there is one outstanding feature: if you. 


are using the Word as “‘bait’’—and it is the one and 
only “lure” that is Divinely guaranteed (see Heb. 
4:12 and Isaiah 55:10-13—be sure to read these 
verses) remember this: the Holy Spirit gave us the 
Word (2 Peter 1:21) and it is He who interprets 
the Word to us (John 15:26) and also to the one 
to whom we pass it on. You may not see the evidence 
of it in the face of your prospect, but you may de- 
pend the Truth is working down inside and only the 
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11 you saw, “My Word . 


Holy Spirit can carry it down ie In Isaiah 55: 
. . Shall not return unto 
Me void but it shall accomplish that which I please, 
and prosper in the thing whereto | sent it.”’ That is 
God’s guarantee. It cannot fail. | 


Here is an instance where the Holy Spirit cleared 
away the “doubts and difficulties” that were stand- 
ing between Jesus Christ and a-hardened old sin- 
ner. A testament has been mailed to this North 
Carolina angler. Now let’s have yours, if haply it 
may be used. 


Dear ANGLERS: 


He was more than 60 years of age, and had been 
appealed to by many ministers and laymen to ac-’ 
cept Christ, but had steadfastly refused. I longed 
to see him saved; visited him, hunted and fished — 
with him, tried to win his confidence. After three 
years, when I was about to move to another com- 
munity, I was sitting on his porch with him and 
realized it was perhaps my last opportunity. I 
earnestly prayed that the Holy Spirit would direct 
me right ITTHEN what to say. I asked him to make 
me this promise: “Tonight when you and your wife 
read the Bible will you make this prayer, ‘O Holy 
Spirit, open my mind and heart to know the truth 
in Thy Word’.” (His wife is a fine Christian and 
reads the Bible with him every night). He promised 
me he would. Later he wrote me: “I did as you re- 
quested ; the passage was one [ had read before and 
had -heard perhaps a hundred times, but instantly all 
my doubts and difficulties disappeared; and now I 
am ready to make my profession of faith in Christ 
publicly the next time we go to Church.”’ The Holy 
Spirit guided me to lead him to seek the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit; and what if his wife had not 
made it a habit to read the Bible with him!. 


(Name Withheld) 


Here is an opportunity to get without cost 
a leather-bound copy of the TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN. If you have had an 
experience, happy or other- 
wise, in- soul winning, tell it in 
.a hundred words or less, and 
mail to ANGLERS, care The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. If it is used 
in the ANGLERS series, you 
will receive the Testament 
promptly. (No manuscript re- 
turned unless requested, with return postage). 
The Testament may also be secured by send- 
ing two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2.75. 


A Living Investment 

* in American Youth 

@ Christian Education Building High Moral Values 
© Fully Accredited; In Liberal Arts Tradition 
e Miltary Training for Reserve Commissions 


College 
ae Ss. C. Marshall W. Brown, President 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR JUNE 7 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


¢ 


Principles Of Christian Stewardship 


Background Scripture: II Corinthians 


8-9. Devotional Reading: Luke 6:27-38. 


@ 


In our Devotional Reading there is one verse which | wish to comment upon as an Introduction to our 
study today. It is verse 38: “Give, and it shall be given unto you: good measure, pressed down, shaken to- 
gether, and running over, shall men give into your bosom.”’ When | was a boy I was sent over to a neigh- 
bors house to buy some corn. In those days we measured corn, and sold it, by the barrel. I was helping the 
man put.it in the barrel, and every now and then [| would shake the barrel to settle the corn. He rather curt- 


ly told me to stop, that he would do the shaking. | 
remember that | felt hurt, and my boyish opinien 
of our neighbor was revised a bit, for I was only 
trving to help. He seemed to be afraid that he would 
give us too much corn in the barrel. 


In our Stewardship I wonder if we are ever afraid 


that we will give God too much, be too generous, | 


shake: the barrel too often, press it down too hard, 
or pile it up too high. Jesus says that we should give 


- good measure, even to men, if we expect good meas- 


ure in return. How much more in our dealings with 
God! Let us never be afraid of being too generous 
with Him. A man who gave very liberally was 
asked one day how he could afford to do so, and he 
replied. “I shovel out, and God shovels in, and He 
has a bigger shovel than I, so I always get the best 
of the bargain.”’ It seems to me that this principle 
of “Hilarious Giving” lies at the basis of our les- 
son today. 


1. Stewardship, or Giving, is a 
Grace. Verses 1-8. 


This grace had been bestowed upon the churches 
of Macedonia. It was given to them when they were 
poor: “Their deep poverty abounded unto the riches 
of their liberality.’’ This was true of the poor widow 
whom Jesus noticed as He stood over against the 
treasury and watched the people as they cast in their 
gifts, and He said that she had cast in, more than all 


the others for she had given “‘all her living.”’ Rich 


people may be “‘liberal givers,” but there is often no 
sacrifice in their giving; they have plenty left over, 
and have perhaps given of their surplus. When a 
person gives until it hurts, then there is real mean- 
ing and value to it. 


It is a grace which makes us give “beyond our 
power. I suppose that all of us have been surprised 
at times by the amount which poor people give to 


the Lord. 


Christian Fellowship calls for Christian Steward- 
ship. Wherever there is real fellowship of Chris- 
tian people, there is bound to be a recognition of our 
duty to help one another, 
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It starts with self-consecration; they ¢irst gave 
themselves to the Lord. A preacher once said: ‘Do 
vou know that Campbell Morgan came to this 
country, and preached one sermon that destroyed 
forty years of my sermons? For forty years I have 
been preaching on the duty of sacrifice—denying 
things -to ourselves, giving up this and that. We 
practiced it in our family. We would give up butter 
one week and try to use the money in some way 
that God would bless. Another week we would give 


up something else, and so on. Campbell Morgan 


said -that what we needed to give up was not things 


but self; and that was the only thing we had not | 


given up in our home. We had given up everything 
under the sun, but self.’ ‘These Christians about 
whom Paul was writing had given up self. 

Paul is urging them to let this grace abound in 
them just as the grace of faith, and utterance and 
knowledge and love. | 


Il. The Example of the Lord 
Jesus Christ: 9. 


‘The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,” led Him 
to a Stewardship of Giving which has no equal. It 
staggers our imagination to try to- estimate how 
rich Jesus was; for He was God’s Son, of the same 
substance, equal in power and glory. In His Happi- 
ness, His Glory, His Position, His Possessions, He 
was just as rich as God. For our sakes He became 
poor. Here, again, it is impossible to fully realize 
just how poor He became. In His Humiliation He 
‘emptied Himself,’ as Paul says, became a Servant 
and a Sufferer: “I gave, I gave, Myself for thee’’: 
“What hast thou given for Me?” It is this poverty 
of His which enables us to be rich; and we become 
as rich as He was, and is, for we become joint-heirs 
with Him. Christian Stewardship receives its im- 
petus from the Greatest of all Stewards, the Lord 
Jesus Himself. 


III. Stewardship, or Giving, should 
come from a “Willing Mind.” 10-12. 


The value of our gifts is to be measured not so 
much by their amount as by our willingness. In 


other .words, our giving should be voluntary and 
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proportionate. Our Church has always discouraged 
the idea of ‘‘assessing’’ our members; we “ask,” 
rather than “‘tax.’’ Our government taxes its citi- 
zens; it 


were honest and had “willing minds,” perhaps we 


could run the government on voluntary contribu-— 


tions, but taxes have to be imposed and collected. 
The “Tithe” was the Law of Giving in the Old 
Testament and has never been abrogated, but vol- 
untary offerings were also urged upon the Jews, 
and the paying of the Tithe should have been from 
a willing mind, not a begrudging payment of taxes, 
but a thankful acknowledgment of their duty to 


’ the One Who provided for all their needs. Many . 


Christians feel that they owe the tenth even as the 
Jews did, and surely our obligation to God and to 


‘Our Saviour is even deeper than that of the Jews. 


We often speak of ““Tithes and Offerings.” Wheth- 
er it is the “Tithe” or an “Offering” it should be 
given from a “willing mind.” I believe that both 
largely lose their value when this is not true. Our 
viving should be a blessing, not a burden. 


IV. Giving, or Stewardship, is Sharing: 


13-23 ‘“That there be equality.” 


Some Christians are rich, others are poor; the 
rich are to share with the poor. This principle, 


which can be seen operating on a large scale today, 


has its roots in the Christian religion. As I write 


- these words there is tragedy and destruction in 


England and Holland; thousands of lives will be 
lost, and multitudes made homeless. The whole 
Christian world is busy sharing with the unfortunate 
sufferers. When there was a famine in Palestine, 


Paul went up to Jerusalem to take ‘‘alms’’ to those 


who were hungry, and all the years between these 
two, Christians have been busy sharing with others 
in times of need. — 


The whole Benevolent work of our church is 
based upon this idea of sharing with others. We 
have Christ, others do not know of Him, and we 
send the Gospel to heathen lands. We have the 
Word of. God; others do not; and we translate it 
into many tongues and send it.to them. We have 
our Orphanages, our Homes for the Aged, our 
Community Chest Drives and our Associated Chari- 
ties,-our Blood Banks, etc. We claim to love our 
brethren; there is no better way to prove it than 
this. Faith works by love, and love expresses itself 
in deeds, in a sharing of our possessions with those 
less fortunate. 


’. Our Stewardship will be 
Rewarded: 9:1-6. : 


that soweth sparingly will reap sparingly, 
and he that soweth bountifully will-reap bountifully. 
Every farmer knows that this is true. The man who 
plants an acre gets the yield from an acre; and the 
man who plants a hundred acres gets the harvest of 
a hundred acres. It is thus with our stewardship. In 
the parables of the Pounds, each servant was given 
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uld not depend upon voluntary. giving. 
If our people loved our country enough, and if all 


the same amount, to be used for their Lord. The 
first gained ten pounds, and was placed over ten 
cities; the second gained five pounds, and was set 
over five cities; the third lost what he had because 


he did not use it. “Use, or lose,” is a law of univer- 
sal application. 


Vl. Our Stewardship Should 
be Cheerful: not a heavy burden 
but a gracious blessing. 


God is able to make all grace abound unto us; 
He can make this grace abound in our lives. Giving 


should be a joy; it should make us happy, for we are 


sharing with others the good things which God has 
given us. God loves a cheerful giver, and there is 


an enlarging of all our being when we accept joy- 


fully our stewardship. I read a delightful story 
about Christmas time. It told’ of a young business 
woman who had saved up some money to spend on 
herself, or as she wished, for Christmas. While in 
a-big Department Store trying to decide what to 
buy, how to spend her money, she saw:a little ragged 
girl crying as if her heart would break, lost from 
her mother. She said to herself, | know how I am 
going to spend part of my money. She took the child 
while they were locating the mother, and going 
from one counter to another, bought her a complete 
outfit of pretty clothes. She felt her heart thrill 
with joy as shé saw the face of the child light up, 
and could imagine the joy of the mother too, when 
she found her child. There is nothing which can 
bring more joy than “cheerful” giving to others. 


Ill. God ts the Great Giver: 
Thanks be unto God for His 
Unspeakable Gift.” 


God has given us all things to richly enjoy. In¥® 


“Creation He made a beautiful world and filled it 


with good things to see, to eat, to possess. He threw 
in a lot of “extras” as someone has said, things 
which He gave us because He loved us. In Provi- 
dence, God opens His hand and satisfies the desire 
of every living creature, giving us rain and sun- 
shine, and fruitful seasons: His most holy, wise and 
powerful preserving and governing all His creatures 
and all their actions, is a marvelous gift of His 
grace. In Redemption, God has given the Best that 
He had, for He gave Himself in the Person of His 
Only-Begotten Son. In and through Christ He gives 
us Eternal Life and the glorious Inheritance which 
is ours, for all things are ours. There are no words 
in any language which can adequately describe such 
a Gift. When we think of the Cost of it, the value 
of it, the fullness of it, and the Love that is wrap- 
ped up in such a Gift our hearts are overwhelmed 
within’ us, and we can only say, Praise God from 
Whom all blessings flow. | 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 7 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. © 


Am f Up: 


WorRSHIP SERVICE 


Hymn: “Am I A Soldier of the Cross: 

Invocation | 

Hymn: “I Am Thine, O Lord” 
Announcements 

Oftering 

Scripture: Ephesians +:1-l6 

Prayer 

Hymn: “Have Thine Own Way” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


Time seems to move slowly for those of us who 
are anxious to be “grown up,” and we wish we 
could hurry things up a bit so we could be on our 
own. The fellows are always checking the scales or 
comparing their height with the last mark they 
made on the door, and the girls are seeing if they 
are as tall as Mother and just how many of her 
things they can wear. All of us like to feel that we 
are pretty mature. But how many of us really check. 
up on ourselves spiritually to see how “grown up” 
we are in the things of the Lord. Our spiritual 
growth should certainly be as important to us as 


physical or mental growth, so let’s examine ourselves — 


to see where we stand. 


First Speaker. 4 


There are many things we might use to check up 
on our spiritual growth, but for my part I'd like 
to suggest that we see if we are mature in under- 
standing. of spiritual things. Paul counseled the 
Ephesian Christians to grow up im their understand- 
ing that they might not be blown about with every 
‘wind of doctrine,” and he prayed that the Colos- 
sians might have ‘full assurance of understanding.”’ 
Peter tells us to grow “in grace and in knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”” But how 
much do most of us know about spiritual things? 
How many of: us could actually define the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ? How many of us truly understand 
what Christ has done for us to provide for our 
salvation? Let’s try ‘a little experiment. I’m going 
to ask each one to take a pencil and paper (be sure 
that these are available), and write down-in your 
own words or in words from the Bible just what 
you understand the Gospel to be. Do it as quickly 
as you can, and then let’s check up on ourselves. 
(Give time to write. Possibly five minutes—not 
more). Now let’s look into the Bible to see how 
it compares with what we have written. Paul gives 
a brief and concise summary of the Gospel in I 
Corinthians 15:3-4+. I. delivered unto you 
first of all that which | also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; 
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and that He was buried, and that He rose again 
the third day according to the Scriptures.”’ This is 
the basic message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and 
without understanding of this we have no spiritual 
understanding at all, yet there are many who can- 


'’ not define the Gospel, who do not know that the 


way of salvation ts rough the atoning death 
Jesus Christ. 


> 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


Perhaps all of us passed this first test sia find 
that we are at least enrolled in the school of Christ, 
having learned to know the way of salvation, but 
_ doesn’t indicate spiritual maturity. Even babes 

‘hrist must know the plan of salvation. Let's 
ik another check, or continue in the one we've 
started, and see if we are “grown up.” 


Second Speaker 


The first test we made may seem like kindergar- 
ten, but it really is much deeper than that, for to 
really understand what is involved in the Gospel 
message requires wisdom from God. Let’s assume 
that each of us knows the facts of the Gospel story, 
and that we have all believed God’s word of salva- 
tion. Now, for the sake of further examination of 
our own understanding, let’s see how many of us 
really know just why Christ died and rose again. 
Why was His death necessary ? Why is the resurrec- 
tion so important? While we still have our paper 
and pencil, let’s each one write the answer to these 
questions. Be brief, but specific. (Givé from five to 
eight minutes on this). O. K. Let each one check 
up on their own answers. The Bible tells us that 
“Christ died for the ungodly.” He died for men 
because men are sinners, and are in need of someone 
to pay the penalty for their sins. Jesus said, “This 
cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed 
for many for the remission of sins.’’ He shed His 
blood on the cross that our sins might be forgiven; 
that God “might be just, and the justifier of him 
who believeth in Jesus.’”’ The proof of His Sonship 
and Saviourhood is the resurrection from the dead, 
and Paul tells us that if Christ be not risen we are 
vet in our sins. Our hope of eternal life depends 
upon the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. An 
understanding of these glorious truths is necessary 
if we are to be mature in our Christian experience 
and knowledge. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


‘To know the “why” of things is certainly essen- 
tial to a mature understanding of the basic doctrines - 
ot the Christian faith, and we need to be able to 
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give a reason for the hope that is in us, but there is 
something more to be considered as we attempt to 
measure our spiritual ‘‘age.’’ Let’s have a word now 
from third speaker. 


Third Speaker 


To be mature in understanding of spiritual things 
is to be mature in Christian living, for doctrine 
and life are inseparable. If in our answers to the 
questions concerning the facts and the why of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ we have indicated a knowl- 
edge of the facts and understanding of what is in- 
volved in our salvation, we are certainly responsible 
to God for the matter of living out what we know. 
Knowledge and responsibility are twins. God may 
“wink” at times of ignorance, but when we know 
the way of salvation, and understand something of 
the price God paid to redeem us, we become respon- 
sible to God for living in keeping with our knowl- 
edge There is no possibility of a wholesome, happy 
Christian experience unless we live according to 
the light God has given. Jesus said, “If ye know 
these things, happy are ye if ye do them.” To refuse 
the responsibility that is in keeping with our knowl- 
edge is to be immature, or childish. Children do not 
ordinarily take on much responsibility. They live 


in a world of ‘make believe,” with playhouses and 
imaginary people. Adults take on responsibility, and 


‘put away childish things.’”’ We have no right to 
consider ourselves as ‘grown up” in our Christian 
life unless we are seeking: day by day to know and 
do the will of God, and unless we assume some 


responsibility for being our brother’s keeper. If we 


haven’t learned to show respect for our parents at 
home, to do our work in school as unto the Lord, 


and to go about our work and play with the thought. 


in mind of pleasing our Saviour, we are not very 
mature in our faith. We are to grow in grace as well 
as in knowledge, and, like our Lord, “in favor with 
God and man.” If we examine our hearts and find 
that we are immature in understanding and in life, 
surely we should seek to “grow up” that we might 
be well pleasing in the sight of our heavenly Father. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


- Peter tells us that we are to “desire the sincere 
milk of the word that we may grow thereby,” and 
each. of us should seek to know the word of God that 
we might grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Let’s not be satisfied with 
spiritual babyhood, but let’s grow up in the things 
of the Lord. 


Christian emphasis. Educational excellence. Friendly 
personal attention. Tests and idance. College, Business 
Administration, Preparatory. ember Southern Association 
of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 

Apartments for married students. Veterans of Korea. 

Preparatory Summer School begins June 8, 1953. 
Collegiate Summer School begins June 15, 1953. 


PRESB JUNIOR COLLEGE 


BOX 38-W MAXTON, NORTH CAROLINA 


¢ 


MONTREAT 
STORY 


From Every Summer Program At Montreat 


Thousands 
Go Out To Train 
Tens Of Thousands 


In Fall - Winter And Spring 


In Order To Maintain: 


Its Inspiring Conferences 
Its Superb Natural Setting 
Its Low Cost Accommodations 


MONTREAT 
Depends On Your Donations 


Give Till It Helps! 


J. R. McGrecor ... President 
: MONTREAT, N. C. 


_ “Brethren, Pray For Us!” 
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Church News 


The 228th Stated Meeting Of 
Montgomery Presbytery 


Presbytery met in the First Presbyterian Church of 
mE Va., on Tuesday and Wednesday, April 
21, 22, 1953: There were present 45 Ministers and 
52 Ruling Elders. 


Mr. Curtis P. Harper, Jr., of the Westminster 
Church, Lynchburg, Va., and Mr. Earl S. King, Jr., of 
the Clifton Forge Church were licensed to preach 
and arrangements were made for their ordination as 
Evangelists for the Foreign Mission Field. 


Candidate Collier Smith Harvey, Jr., was trans-— 


ferred to Lexington Presbytery and Candidate Harry 
Samuel Topham was transferred to Enoree Presbytery 
where they expect to become pastors. 


’ Candidate Bertis E. Downs, III, was received from 
Abingdon Presbytery. 


Mr. Paul L. Manks of the First Church of Cov- 
ington, Va., and Mr. Charles Roland Hughes of 
the First Church of Roanoke, Va., were received 


under the care of the Presbytery as Candidates for 


the ministry. — - 


‘Rev. W. L. Latham was received from the Virginia 
Presbytery of the A. R. P. Church and arrangements 
made for his installation as pastor of the churches of 
Academy, Otterwood and Pisgah in Bedford County. 


Rev. James G. Thompson was received from Roa- 
noke Presbytery and arrangements were made for his 
_ installation as pastor of the Quaker Memorial Church 
of Lynchburg. 


Rev. Charles W. Browning, Jr., was received from 
Potomac Presbytery and arrangements made for his 
installation as pastor of the Fairlawn Church of 
Radtord. | 


Arrangements were made for the transfer of Rev. 
Al S. Burdette from the Villamont Church to the 
Floyd Church and arrangements made for his in- 
stallation as pastor of the Floyd Church where he 
succeeds Rev. R. Gamble See who is now retiring. 


, Rev. Harry A. Fifield of the Westminster Church 
of beens ist was transferred to Atlanta Presbytery 


whexe he is to become pastor of the First Church of 
Atlant 


The pastoral relation between Rev. Fred S. Mc- 
Corkle and the Claudville Church was dissolved. 


The Sharon Church was dissolved. 


A minimum salary of $3000. plus 9500. Car ex- 
pense was set. 


Permission was granted Walkers Creek Church to 
call as Stated Supply Rev. W. F. Wadsworth, P. E. 
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of the adjacent Bland County Field of Abingdon 
Presbytery, subject to the approval of — 
Presbytery. 


Presbytery voted to appoint a special Committee 
to study salaries now paid to ministers with the end © 
in view of calling this matter to the attention of 
churches whose salaries have not been raised to cor- 
réspond with rising cost of living. 


Our Presbytery lacked only about $14,000. of giv- 
ing a million dollars to all causes this year. 


Plans were made for the disposal of the Algoma 
Mission School property. 

A new “Manual of Presbytery” was adopted. 

Reports were held on “Divorce and Remarriage, 


Negro Work, Home Missions, Christian Education, 
Annuities and Relief, Christian Relations, Homes, 


_ Benevolences, Trustees of Presbytery. 


Rev. R. Y. Russell was nominated to be our next 
Moderator. 


An adjourned meeting of Presbytery was ordered 
to be held in the Salem Church on May 12, 1953. 


The next Stated Meeting (the 229th) is to be held 
in the Glasgow Church on Tuesday, July 14, 1953, 
at 10:00 A. M. 


E. W. Smith, Stated Clerk, 
Montgomery Presbytery. 


International Photography 


Davweael, May 2—One of the nation’s best ex- 
hibits in International photography will go on dis- 
play in the lobby of Chambers Building at Davidson 
College Sunday. 


The exhibit, sponsored by the Davidson College 
Camera Club, features over 100 original prints, all 
of which are prize winners in the $25,000 annual 
Photography Magazine contests. 


In subject matter, the exhibit encompasses a broad 
range, from dramatic and human interest photo- 
graphs to serene landscapes and portraits. In ulti- 
mate substance, they demonstrate with sharp impact 
the great forward strides made in the photographic 
arts in recent years. 


Known as the 7th Traveling Salon of Photog- 
raphy Magazine, the exhibit has proved a moving 


artistic experience to thousands of viewers not ac- 
tively concerned with photography. It has, however, 


a particular attraction for fans because each photo 
is accompanied by technical data describing the cam- 
era settings and type of epaipemene used in produc- 
ing it. 


In addition to the dno black-and-white prints, 


the display contains color pictures which won the 


first five places in the recent contest. 
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N orfolk Presbytery 


Norfolk Presbytery met in the Royster Memorial | 


Church, Norfolk, Va., April 21, 1953. The Retiring 
Moderator, Ruling Elder George T. Abernathy, asked 
-his pastor, Rev. Paul K. Buckles, of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Newport News to preach in his 
place. He preached on The Fellowship of The Cross, 
from Galatians 6:14. 


There were 40 ministers and 44 ruling elders 
present. Rev. James H. Wade of the Cradock 
Church, Portsmouth, Va., was elected Moderator, 
Rev. Paul A. Chesney of the Simonsdale Church, 
Vice-Moderator and Rev. John B. Boyd of the Suf- 


folk Church Temporary Clerk. Rev. J. W. Lehmann, 
who had been pastor of the First Church of South 


Norfolk for the past ten years and who had built a 
new church now free of debt asked that the pastoral 
relations be dissolved. Candidate Richard P. Hayes 
was dismissed to Concord Presbytery. Candidate Har- 
ty E. Flowers was received from Nuhlenburg and 
examined for ordination after which a commission 
was appointed to ordain him in the First Church, 
Gloucester, Va., May 24th. Rev. Howatt. E. Mallin- 
son was received from Mecklenburg Presbytery and 
will be installed in the Wythe .Church, Hampton, 
Va., May 3rd. Four young men were received under 
care of the Presbytery as candidates for the ministry; 
Walter Edward Hollandsworth son of Rev. C. J. Hol- 
landsworth of the Lafayette Church, Burton Pendle- 
ton Nuckols, Jr., of the Suffolk Church, Charter 
Wells, Jr., of the East Ocean View Church,and Wil- 
liam Davidson Blanks of the Royster Memorial 
Church. Reports to the General Assembly showed 
encouraging development all along the line. The 
next meeting will be held in the Broadmoor Church, 
Portsmouth, Va., July 21st. 


W. We Grover, Stated Clerk. 


South Carolina Man 
Of The Year 


Clinton, $8. C.—Dr. Marshall W. Brown, presi- 
dent of Presbyterian College, has been elected Man 
of the Year for 1953° by the Sy nod of South Caro- 


lina, 


9 

The action—taken at the annual Men’s Confer- 

ence held at Myrtle Beach, S. C., on May 2-3— 

marked the inauguration of an award which will be 
given annually. 


Dr. Brown was cited “for outstanding church- 


manship’” as a leader of youth in his capacity as | 


president of Presbyterian College. 


Hugh §. Jacobs of Clinton, a former student of 
Or. Brown at Presbyterian College, also was hon- 
ored at the conference by being elected president of 


the. Men-of-the-Church of the Synod. 
—Ben Hay Hammet. 
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Archeological 


Expedition 


An archeological expedition by Dr. leone Free, 
professor of archeology at Wheaton College, Whea- 
ton, Illinois, has begun the excavation of the an- 
cient city of Dothan, 60 miles north of. Jerusalem in 
Arab Palestine. This site is referred to in the Bible 
as the place where Joseph was sold by his brothers 
about 1800 B. C., and is mentioned later as the 


city surrounded by the armies of Syria in their at- 
- tempt to capture the prophet Elisha about 850 B. C. 


_ The excavation staff of eight Americans and 35 
Palestinian workmen have recovered evidence of 


a great Early Bronze Age city (3000 to 2000 B.C.), 


as well as indications of a later Middle Bronze and 
Iron Age city paralleling’ the days of Joseph and 


Elisha. The first four weeks of digging brought 


forth over 60,000 potsherds and some 175 objects, 
as well as the walls of the ancient city. 


Dr. and Mrs. Free headed the Fifth Annual 
Wheaton College Bible Lands tour last February 
18, and remained in Palestine fer their excavation 
assignment. On June 24 of this summer, Wheaton 
college will run a summer trip to the Holy Land. 
Dr. V. Raymond Edman, president of the college, 
will be the leader. 


Wheaton college is located 25 miles west of Chi- 


cago. It is a liberal arts and sciences college, co- 


educational and with a distinct Christian emphasis 


‘in all of its activities. Enrollment this school year 


is nearly 1700 students from 46 states and 38 for- 
eign countries, 


Stillman College 


Honors Batchelor 


Dr. Alex R. Batclielon Secretary of the Division 
of Negro Work for our Church, was honored May 
13 at Stillman College. A portrait of Dr. Batchelor 
was presented by the ministers of Snedecor Region 
to the college. The unveiling took place during the 
week of the Minister’s Lecture Series at Stillman, 


a lecture series which is being presented this year 


for the first time at the Tuscaloosa college. 


Dr. Batchelor has been actively associated with 
the Negro work of our church for the past six years, 
becoming Secretary of the Committee of Negro 
Work in 1947 and since 1950, serving as Secretary 
of the Division of Negro Work. He is the author 
of the Book, Jacob’s Ladder, a study book which is 


due to come off the press late this summer. - 


Dr. Vernon Broyles, Executive Secretary of the 
Board of Church Extension, was the speaker at the 
portrait unveiling ceremony Wednesday. 

Dr. Harry Richardson, president of Gammon 
Theological Seminary in Atlanta, was the speaker 
during the Stillman lecture series. 
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The National Radio Pulpit 


The National Radio Pulpit, over-a coast to coast 
'N. B. C. network, will again originate during the 
' summer of 1953 from the Protestant Radio Center, 


~ with Dr. John A. Redhead launching the series on — 


June 7. Dr. Redhead is pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Greensboro, North Carolina. 
This will be the fourth consecutive summer that the 
National Radio Pulpit has turned to the South for 
its speakers. The program may be heard each Sunday 
morning at 10:00 A. M. Eastern Standard Time 
(9:00 A. M. Central Standard Time), over sta- 
tions afhliated with N. B. C. 


Dr. Redhead’s topics for ae and July are as 
tollows: 


June 7—‘What Is Predestination ?” 
June 14—‘Providence Road” 

June 21—‘“‘The Mind of God” 
28—‘“‘The Love of God”’ 

July 5—‘“The Will of God” 

July 12—‘‘He Restoreth My Soul’”’ 
July 19—‘“Married Love’”’ 

July 26—‘“Living Without Tension” 


During August and September Bishop Arthur J. 
Moore, of the Methodist Church, will be the speak- 
_ er. Music for the entire series will be furnished by 
the Protestant Fellowship Choir under the direc- 
tion of Hubert Vance Taylor. Copies of the mes- 
sages are available from any of the cooperating sta- 
tions. 


Ward Parkway 
Presbyterian Church 


_ Kansas City, Mo.—Ward Parkway Presbyterian 
_ Church, organized on January 11, 1953, rejoices in 
experiencing a great spiritual blessing before and 
since that day. There are to date, 260 members on 
the roll with an enrotment in the Church School 
of 370. Our first Easter was celebrated with two 
worship services, at 9:30 and 11:00. The Youth 
Fellowship conducted a sunrise service with 60 per- 
sons. in attendance and 50 at the breakfast follow- 
ing at the church. 


June 1 will mark the beginning of the work, as 
a group of less than 100 came out from Central 
Church to form the nucleus for this new church. 


Plans are underway for the first Vacation Bible 


School. Miss Martha West, president of our Senior 
Youth Fellowship, has been elected Editor-His- 
torian of Presbytery’s Youth Council. The Rev. 
C. G. Gunn has been requested to remain as supply 
pastor until March, 1954. 


First Presbyterian Church 
Brewton, Ala. 


The Homecoming Celebration of the First Pres- 
byterian’ Church of Brewton, Alabama, was ob- 


served Sunday, April 19. The Church will begin 
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its seventieth year of existence in this city September 


23, 1953. The local congregation was formally or-’ 


ganized in 1884 with seven charter members. 


A registration desk was attended in the church 
vestibule by Miss Lizzie Kate Davison and Mrs. 
Roberta Sowell. 


All members and guests were assembled in the 


Church Sanctuary at ten o'clock forgthe first part 


of the Homecoming Celebration. Mr. Lee Otts, 
retiring chairman of the Board of Deacons, read the 
church history which was prepared by Miss Lizzie 
Kate Davison. 


The Rev. George F. Johnson, pastor of the local 
church from 1923-1925, delivered the sermon at 
the morning worship service. | 


All members ‘and guests of the church gathered 
for dinner. on the church grounds following the 
morning worship service. Arrangements for the din- 
ner were made by Mrs. J. F. Smith, Mrs. Roy 
Gibson, Miss Betty Fay, and Mrs. W. N. Roberts. 


Members of the church having planned the 
Homecoming were: Mrs. C. P. Holman, Mrs. 
Earle Wilson, Mr. Bert Hawk, Mr. R. K. McMil- 
lan, Mr. Tom Croker, and Mr. Tom Neal. 


Stillman College 
Commencement 


Tuscaloosa, Ala.—Stillman Commencement exer- | 


sises will be held May 31-June 1. The baccalaureate 
sermon will be preached by the Reverend Robert H. 


- Walkup, pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Stark- 
ville, Mississippi. The commencement address will | 


bé made by Dr. Alonzo J. Davis, Dean of the School 
of Education, ‘Tuskegee Institute. 


Dr. Gailey Succeeds Dr. Kerr 


At Columbia Seminary 


At the annual meeting of the “wer of attics 
of Columbia Theological Seminary on Tuesday, 
May 5, Dr. E. D: Kerr was made Professor Emeri- 
tus after thirty-eight years of service to the institu- 
tion as Professor of Old Testament Language, 
Literature and. Exegesis. The Board elected Dr. 
James H. Gailey, pastor of the Spring Hill Pres- 


byterian Church in the Synod of Alabama, as As-’ 


sociate Professor in the Department vacated by Dr. 
Kerr, and he will begin his teaching duties in Sep- 
tember. Dr. Gailey is a native of Atlanta and prad- 
uated from Davidson College with honors in 1937. 
He received his B. D. degree at Columbia Theologi- 


cal Seminary in 1941 Magna Cum Laude, and was 


awarded a Fellowship for Graduate Study. His 


graduate work was taken at Princeton Theological — 


Seminary where he received his Doctor’s degree in 
the Old Testament Department in 1945, having 
also served as part-time instructor in Hebrew at 
that institution. Dr. Gailey has had successive pas- 
torates in the Brewton and Evergreen field in Ala- 


bama from 1945 to 1949 and in the Spring Hill 
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Church since the latter year. He is serving as Stated 
Clerk of Mobile Presbytery at the present time. 


Rev. Hubert Vance Taylor who has for several © 


vears been Associate Professor of Public Speech and 
\Iusic was elected at this meeting as a full Pro- 
fessor of the Seminary. Mr. Taylor will resign his 
position as Assistant Pastor in the Central Presby- 


terian Church of Atlanta in order that he may give 


full time to his seminary work. .He will continue, 
however, to serve as Director of Music in the Cen- 
tral Presbyterian Church. 


Rev. P. D. Miller, D.D., pastor of the Druid 
Hills Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, was elected 
Chairman of the Board of Directors, with Dr. J. R. 
McCain as Vice Chairman and Dr. Sam Burney 
Hay as Secretary. 


‘Presbyterian Junior College 
Maxton, N..C., May 11, 1953.—Summer School 


plans at Presbyterian Junior College were an- 
nounced today by the Registrar’s Office, including 
standard freshman and sophomore collegiate courses, 
standard senior high school courses, night classes 
in college work including accounting, night classes 
in high school work including typing, night classes 
in college subjects at the Lumberton extension night 
school, and possible short courses in Great ,Books 
and Appreciation of the Fine Arts. Preparatory and 
night classes begin June 8, 1953 and day college 
courses begin June 15, 1953. A daily chapel pro- 
gram and recreational and social features are de- 
signed to make the summer school experience pleas- 
ant and inspiring. Regular members of the Presby- 
terian Junior College faculty scheduled to take part 
in the summer school are: Dr. Louis LaMotte, 
Prof. O. W. Ferrene, Prof. Floyd E. James, Prof. 
R. C. Journey, Prof. John H. Crabtree, Jr., Prof. 
Raymond H. Dawson, Prof. John A. Harding, and 


Librarian Pearl C. Motley. From Flora Macdonald. 


College faculty members will serve as follows: Prof. 


William F. Reagen and Prof. Thomas E. Wright. 


Dr. Cedric Arnold Yeo and Mr. Joel W. Mattison 
will: teach in the vacancies of members of the regu- 
lar faculty who will be away for the summer. 


The American Bible 
Society : 


Dr. Ralph Mortensen, secretary for the American 
Bible Society’s work in China, and now in this 


country following his release from Shanghai, tells 


of the increasing need for Chinese Scriptures and of 
Scriptures in the tribal languages which he observed 
while on a four-day tour of northern Formosa. 
‘There are some young missionaries studying the 
tribal languages with a view to translating the Bible 


into them,” he reported to the Bible Society. ‘“Vari- 


ous Chinese groups sought out missionaries in For- 
imosa in order to learn more about God and His 
Word. I preached at a government-operated lepro- 
sarlum to an attentive congregation of over 200 
lepers, each of whom followed the reading of the 
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lesson his own Bible which had been donate 
by the American Bible Society.” 


Plans are being made by the American Bible So- 


ciety for the celebration of the 75th anniversary of 
‘the founding of the Society’s agency in Mexico to 


be held in the fall of this year. Scripture distribu- 


tion in Mexico in 1952 was 465,417 copies, an in- 


crease over the previous year by 115 percent. The 


Society published Scriptures in Mexico last year in 


nineteen of the Indian dialects spoken there. 


A request for 50 bicycles has reached the Ameri- 
can Bible Society from the Rev. Young Bin Im, 
secretary of the Korean Bible Society with head- 
quarters in Pusan. Mr. Im wants the bicycles for 
his colporteurs to enable them to visit areas where 
public transportation facilities are not available. 
The price of a bicycle made in Japan and shipped to 
Korea is about $75.00, according to Mr. Im. 


There is a constant stream of conversions in all 
parts of Guatemala, according to Mr. Jacob Limke- 
mann, secretary of the American Bible Society’s 
work in Guatemala. He made a careful survey of 
present and anticipated Scripture needs while on a 
recent field trip. Mr. Limkemann has been in Guate- 


mala for many years and reports he is astonished at 


the incredible growth of the Christian community. 
Most of the Bibles go to the new believers. There 
is some indication that New Testaments were re- 
cently used because there were no more new Bibles. 
Everyone reports requests for the entire Bible dur- 
“ the past two years have radically increased. 


: The American Bible Society has initiated a pub- 
lication project with the Bible Society of India that 
will give the people of that country the Sermon on 
the Mount in 15,000 to 200,000 editions in seven 
major languages of India. The little books will be 
done in simple, easy-to-read translations and bound 
in colored covers. A wide reception among India’s 
millions is: expected because of Gandhi's devotion to 
this portion of the Scriptures. 


Wuat THINK YE OF Curist? 
A STUDY IN 


The Christology 
Of The RSV 
By Wm. C. Robinson. D.D. 
In Booklet Form—16 Poon 


10 Cents Per Copy, $1.00 Per Dozen, $7.50 
Per Hundred, Or $60.00 Per 
Thousand, Postpaid. 
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